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- The President’s Column
(7. Hamivron Feawers, M1,

President, Wational Medical Association

- Exeerpls from Address of deceptance

Twenty-onc years from this very date, I
attended my first (N, M. A.) meeling at Hamp-
ton Institute just prior (o my beginning the
praclice of medicine in Norfelk, Va, During
this period I have missed only three sessions
and I have never nnssed paying my annual dues.

- T knew too much about the office of president

of the National Medical Association to seel: it.
I was conscious of ils obligalions, its trials, and
. the great demand it has madc upon those whom
I have lmown to hold the office for the past
twenty years. And because of this intimate
~ knowledge of the situation T made no effort to
be elected, tnit T am: devoted {0 1his cause and [
must be doing something to further it. Henee,
miy acceptance. '

Az the bridge between age and vouth in the
association I grasp vouth with a stiff hand pull-
i it over the great divide. I am reaching
atter age which 1s the evitable. My sympathy
therefore lies with youlh, and my cfforts during
the remaining days that T must live and lahor
in ilds organization will be to show the way,
God helping me, to those T stvle “Vouth.”

We loo often forget that the only path {o

stecess is narrow, and must be traversed with
care and precision.  The medical man who for-
mets that he is a student to begin with and a
student always, fails 1o lravel this path,

Over Lwo decades ago, it was predicied that
the change wag inevitable for the advancemcent
in medical science in this country ; that the sub-
stitution of a large number of schools by a
select, well-appointed number would be the
solution of a vexing pn}hlrm tT:u‘-t had imposed

itself upon us,

After thie pruning process some worthwhile
schools of our group had to discontinue on ac-
count of inadequale faciliies and ways and
means to secure the same. The two that sur-
vive, 1loward University and Meharry Medi-
cal College, have stood the test and it is only
1p {0 us to see that they hold their ground.

But this is not a full mark. ‘There will be
another pruning, if not by an appointed com-
mission, one by public opinion.  Physicians who
do not acquaint themselves with the growing
tendency  toward modern scientific  develop-
ment will find (hemselves, | predict, in a pre-
carious position when sclection is being made
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icr men equpped o carry or the task that
seems at the presert Hme upon ng M sore form
- uf soecialized medicine.

[ trost it does not come as a wholg in this
cowrry, but the independence of the ﬂfnﬂim:l
peaple will cemand sore form of medical care
ior the aick, and if they cannot dit of fheir
mesger funds -p]'m'i-ﬂﬁ this care, pi'eas-:xre will
be brought to bear pon ageacies of the several
sizies to fake care of these indigent poor. This
is where, [ cleim, the man who is fitted for the
post will get the assipament, |

I propose that, as a means of stimulating
lecal imterest, a plan be worked out during the
year to loster the Reading Clubs ard Joural
Clubs 25 adjuncts to all societies, thereby bring-

ing the wem In closer contact, scentifcally and -

fraternally.  The scheme to encourage post-
graduaie courses whenever oracticable in the
southern skates at the state's institctions, such
15 now carzied on in Virginia, is one that in-

tercsts mee, and shouid command study in order
ts be placed into actual use as conditions perrait,

In the second place, 1 shall endeavor to
[ropagate the gespel of public health through-
out lus country, preventing disease and post-
poaing eath. T7s ean be done, and mus: be
dose, because of the growing tendexcy toward
the restriction in our family group,

Finally; may 1 have this parting word to you,
as you go fo your several felds and localities:
remember that yours is a responsibility that
caniot be plaed upon the dentist or any ally of
this profession. It amst be borne by medical
men sl § hurts.

I appeal 1o you t he’p me put over the gro-
eram; faen tusther to build this National Med-
cal Aszociation to the stetue of its merit, And
Goc helping me, T shall safeguard the prodes-
1o, et @$ & noble experiment, but as a reali-
zetion and an accomolishment to be handed
down to our posterity,






